
Monday, November 10, 2025

Welcome to the Public Hearing for the
Philip Griffitts Sr. Parkway Phase III

PD&E Study and Design

ETDM # 14562

The Formal Presentation Will Begin At 6:00 p.m.



Introductions

Vincent Spahr, P.E., RSP1
Consultant Project Manager/
Public Hearing Moderator

Keith Bryant
Chief Infrastructure Officer





Project Study Reports
Physical Location
Panama City Beach Public Library
12500 Hutchinson Boulevard, Panama City Beach, FL
Monday through Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Documents are available for review until Thursday, November 20, 2025.

Website
www.philipgriffittsparkway.com



Purpose of Public Hearing
• To share information related to the proposed Philip Griffitts Sr.
Parkway Phase III roadway.

• To provide the results of the PD&E Study.
• To share information related to the potential benefits and
disadvantages pertaining to social, economic, and environmental
impacts to the community.

• To provide an opportunity to express perspectives on the proposed
improvements.

This study was completed in accordance with the FDOT PD&E Manual
requirements for a Project Environmental Impact Report.



Public Hearing Format

Three components to tonight’s public hearing:
1. Open House

2. Presentation

3. Formal comment period following the presentation



Laws and Regulations
This public hearing is being held in accordance with:

Meetings, Hearings, and WorkshopsSection 120.525, F.S.

Government in the Sunshine LawSection 286.011, F.S.

Transportation Projects Modifying Access to Adjacent PropertySection 335.199, F.S.

Transportation PlanningSection 339.155, F.S.

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Other Nondiscrimination Laws

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition for Federal and Federally
Assisted Programs

49 CFR Part 24

Other Requirements of NEPA40 CFR Part 1506

Parks, Recreation Areas, Wildlife and Waterfowl Refuges, and Historic Sites (Section 4(f)23 CFR Part 774



Title VI Compliance



Project Development Process

• The PD&E Study is anticipated to be completed in early 2026.
• Design and permitting for the project will continue through 2026.
• Right-of-way and construction will follow, if funding is identified.

PD&E Study Design Right-of-Way Construction Project
Complete

FUNDED CURRENTLY UNFUNDED

What is a Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study?
A PD&E Study involves developing and evaluating alternative roadway alignments to identify the preferred option that
improves safety and enhances system connectivity, while minimizing impacts on the social, natural, and physical
environments. Public engagement, through the exchange of information and feedback, is a key component of this process.



Study Area
Project Description:
• Phase 3 of Philip Griffitts Sr.

Parkway, is a parallel facility to U.S.
98 (Panama City Beach Parkway).

• Extensions of Clara Avenue, Alf
Coleman Road, and Longpoint
Way to connect to Philip Griffitts Sr.
Parkway Phase 3.

Project Limits:
• From Clara Avenue to Chip Seal

Parkway.

Project Length:
• Approximately 5.1 miles.



Project Purpose & Need
Purpose
• To improve mobility in the study area by providing an alternative to U.S. 98 (S.R. 30A/Panama City Beach Parkway)

for local traffic.
• To enhance vehicular and pedestrian connectivity to J.R. Arnold High School, A. Gary Walsingham Academy, the

Panama City Beach Publix Sports Park, and the Breakfast Point neighborhood.
• To address safety concerns on U.S. 98 (S.R. 30A/Panama City Beach Parkway) within the study limits by reducing

congestion.

Need
• Provision of an additional link within the transportation network to

provide an alternative to currently congested routes.
• Accommodation of existing traffic and future transportation demand

on the study area road network.
• Improvement in safety on existing roads.
• Provision of a reliable alternate route for emergency responders and

emergency evacuation and management.



Alignment Alternatives
Alternatives evaluated are shown on this slide.
Public engagement is a key part of the PD&E Study
process.

Based on engineering, environmental evaluations,
and public involvement from the Kick-off Meeting,
held on May 25, 2023, and the Public Alternatives
Meeting, held on March 6, 2025, the Preferred
Alternative (M1) was selected to place the roadway
as far as possible from the Breakfast Point
neighborhood.

Alternatives B (M2) and C (M3) were not selected
due to their closer proximity to the neighborhood
and greater impact on the protected Telephus
Spurge habitat.



Preferred Alternative (M1)

Features
• 2-Lane Typical Section with a Shared-Use Path.
• Roundabout at connection at Clara Avenue

northern extension and Chip Seal Parkway.
• Stop-controlled connection at Alf Coleman Road

northern extension.
• Stop-controlled connection at Longpoint Way

northern extension.
• Approximately 1,000 feet north of Breakfast

Point at western end of subdivision.
• Approximately 400 feet north of Breakfast Point

at eastern end of subdivision.



Additional Features
Access Class 4:
• Connections to Clara Avenue, Alf Coleman Road, Longpoint Way, and Chip Seal Parkway.
• 440-foot driveway spacing requirement between Clara Avenue and Alf Coleman Road.
• No additional connections between Alf Coleman Road and Chip Seal Parkway (surrounding land

is protected via Conservation Easement).



Environmental Effects

Social
Environment

• Community Impacts
(e.g., Right-of-way,
Relocations)

Cultural
Resources

• Archaeological Sites
• Historic Properties
• Recreation Sites

Natural
Resources

• Wetlands & Other
Surface Waters

• Floodplains
• Protected Species

(Telephus Spurge)

Physical
Environment

• Air Quality
• Noise
• Utilities



Social Impacts

• No adverse or disproportionate impacts to low income or
protected population groups.

• No business or residential relocations required.
• Approximately 8 partial parcel acquisitions.
• Indirect economic benefit from reducing travel demand and

congestion on U.S. 98 (Panama City Beach Parkway).
• The shared-use path will improve non-motorized mobility to J.R.

Arnold High School, A. Gary Walsingham Academy, Panama City
Beach Publix Sports Park, and Gayle’s Trails.



Social Impacts Cont’d

• The Preferred Alternative is proposed primarily within undeveloped
parcels north of existing residential development.

• Approximately 200-foot right-of-way will need to be acquired to
accommodate the new roadway.
• Includes right-of-way for redundant PCB water lines, a much-needed resiliency measure for

the City.

• Dense vegetation north of Breakfast Point neighborhood greatly
diminish aesthetic impacts.



Cultural Impacts

Cultural Resource Assessment Survey
• No adverse effects.
• No historical resources within or adjacent to project area.

Breakfast Point Mitigation Bank
• Impacts to Phase 1.
• Coordination with FDEP and USACE.

Recreational Resources in Study Area
• Gayle’s Trails Network.
• Panama City Beach Publix Sports Park.



Natural Resources
Wetlands and Other Surface Waters Impacts
• Roadway: 77.63 acres.
• Stormwater Ponds: 6.87 acres.

Floodplain Impacts
• 108.8 acres of the 100-year floodplain.

The entirety of the project is located with a FEMA designated hurricane surge zone.

v St. Andrew Bay is listed as an Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW)
• Stormwater will be discharged to West Bay, which flows into St. Andrew Bay.
• Stormwater treatment ponds will be required to provide additional treatment

due to downstream impacts.



Natural Resources Cont’d

Protected Species and Habitat
• Telephus Spurge

• A small perennial herb listed as threatened by
the USFWS. This herb has a limited
distribution, and it is only found in 5 coastal
counties (Bay, Franklin, Gulf, Wakulla, Walton)
of the Florida Panhandle.

• Preferred alignment avoids impact to habitat.

• Middle and Southern Alignments would result
in more significant impacts to palmetto prairie
community, being managed in part to promote
telephus spurge habitat.

Source: Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) Field Guide –
Telephus Spurge



Natural Resources Cont’d
Protected Species and Habitat
• May Affect but Not Likely to Adversely Affect

(MANLAA)
• Eastern Indigo Snake
• Cooley’s Meadowrue
• Telephus Spurge
• Godfrey’s Butterwort
• White-Birds-in-a-Nest

Source: Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI)
Field Guide – Eastern Indigo Snake

Source: Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI)
Field Guide – Godfrey’s Butterwort



Physical Resources

Noise
• FHWA Traffic Noise Model considered Design Year (2050)

traffic volumes.
• Predicted noise levels did not approach, meet, or exceed the

Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) at any of the 574 noise
sensitive sites evaluated within the project limits.
• Maximum increase: 12.7 dB over existing noise levels.
• Average increase: 4.6 dB over existing noise levels.



Physical Resources Cont’d
Air Quality - No adverse impacts; the project is expected to reduce
congestion on U.S. 98 (Panama City Beach Parkway).

Contamination – No potential contaminated sites identified.

Utilities
• Minimal impact to existing FPL easement that traverses the

western portion of the study area.
• Significant benefit to the City of PCB Water/Wastewater Network;

creating a redundant parallel route along PGS Parkway Phase III.



No-Build Alternative

The No-Build Alternative is considered a viable alternative
throughout the duration of the PD&E Study.

Under the No Build Alternative, programmed
improvements to U.S. 98 (Panama City Beach Parkway)

are considered, but no additional east-west capacity
would be provided within the project limits.



Evaluation Matrix



Evaluation Matrix Cont’d



Public Comment

Public Comment Period Begins
§Written responses will be provided at a later date.



Ways to Comment
1. In-person at the podium:
§Fill out a speaker request card

2. In-person using the Court Reporter
3. Call Consultant Project Manager

after the Public Hearing
4. Website

• www.philipgriffittsparkway.com
5. Mail comment form
6. Email Consultant Project Manager

*Every comment method carries equal weight.



In-Person Public Comments

In-Person Public Comments
To make a statement:
• Fill out a speaker request card
• Step up to the microphone when called
• Provide name, address, and affiliation (if applicable)
• Provide your comments (3-minute limit)

Questions will be responded to in writing.
Project staff are also available after the presentation.



Public Comment

www.philipgriffittsparkway.com



Thank you
for attending the

Philip Griffitts Sr. Parkway Phase III
PD&E Study and Design Public Hearing

ETDM # 14562


